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from the President
Linda Fairbanks

Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not
depend on your own understanding, Seek His
will in all you do, and he will show you which
path to take.
Proverbs: 3:5, 6 NLT

Linda Fairbanks
ELDA President

Greetings! Summer is almost here and my garden has
been planted. My husband is enjoying his new tractor
and tiller. I have tended to the flowers and mowed the
lawn, several times so far. There are so many outdoor chores we can do and
activities that we can attend. I love summers the best, in fact I love all the 4
seasons that we have here in Minnesota.
Recently, I attended a play “Refugia” at the Guthrie Theatre in Minneapolis
and enjoyed it very much. My oldest son, Shawn was one of 2 Certified Deaf
Interpreters (CDI) who interpreted the 3 hour play. The two of them did such
a great job and I am proud of them. It is great that Guthrie Theatre would hire
CDIs as well as other ASL interpreters. They also provided captioning which was
shown right above the interpreters. I even went back the next day to see the play
again. I wish more Deaf people would go to plays or other performances. Maybe
they would be more interested if CDIs could interpret at some events. ELDA
should consider hiring Certified Deaf interpreters if there is a need.
This past school year, I got to know Jay-R
Lacorte, an exchange student from the
Philippines who came to live with my son,
Sonny and his family for almost one year.
He was a wonderful young man, so full of
life and eager to learn. He participated in all
the sports, dances, prom, trips off campus
and made friends from other states as well
as Minnesota when he traveled with his
teams to other deaf schools. I love being
host grandma to Jay-R as well as Jane from
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Malaysia and Kate from Australia. Those 2
girls came to stay with Sonny and his family
a few years back. All 3 of them are deaf and
were able to attend MSAD in Faribault, MN.
I feel fortunate to learn about Deaf youth in
other countries. Maybe some of you could
consider hosting a Deaf student from other
countries. To host a student through AFS,
check out this link:
http://www.afsusa.org/host-family/

will also hold our business meeting and the main
topic on our agenda will be the 2018 conference.
It is easier for us to meet in the place where
the conference will take place so we can see
what the rooms look like and so forth. The host
church in charge of the conference is St Mathews
Lutheran Church from North Hollywood, CA. The
chairperson, Don Rosenkjar and some of his
committee members will be attending the meeting
and tour in Las Vegas. See the “Save the Date”
flyer in this newsletter, and do make plans to join
us at the ELDA conference next year!
ELDA Fun Facts: Volume 1 Issue 1 July 1999 of
the ELDA Newsletter was printed for the very first
time. That was 18 years ago and the Editor was
Barbara Schmidt from Bread of Life Deaf Church,
Minneapolis, MN. The first newsletter was only 3
pages long. Brenda Rockwell used her computer
skills to put the newsletter together. Next issue; I
will have more ELDA fun facts.

This summer will be a busy one for our ELDA
Board. The ELDA Board has approved for
funds to send both Mark Koterwski and Don
Rosenkjar to Dallas, Texas to attend the 4th
Global Methodist Missions Conference of the
Deaf in Dallas, Texas. That event will take
place on August 1-4th and they will also attend
an ELM meeting. I am sure Mark and Don will
bring back information to share with the ELDA.
The ELDA Board will be meeting in Las Vegas
from August 20-23rd. The purpose of that
meeting will be to tour the hotel which will be
the site of the 2018 ELDA Conference. We

Thanks to our churches and ministries that have
paid their annual dues or contributed to the HOPE
Fund. The HOPE funds help with our mission
trips to Jamaica and for those individuals who are
interested in Deaf Ministry. If you haven’t done
so or if you’re interested, please send a check to
ELDA Treasurer Jeff Panek 625 S. Mary Drive,
Tea, SD 57064. If you have Thrivent Choice,
please donate to ELDA. Thank you!
Enjoy those warm and sunny summer days! Safe
travels to those of you who are going on vacation.
Peace, I leave with you. John 14:27
-Linda

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Dear ELDA Friends-As I write this, it has been three months since my
surprise diagnosis of a large brain tumor and ten
weeks since my emergency surgery to remove it. I
am happy to report that surgery was a success, I
am recovering swiftly, and the tumor was benign
(no cancer). I experienced NO PAIN at all. I wanted
to thank each of you who knew about this for your
heartfelt faithful prayers, cards, and other support.
YOU were part of the miracles I experienced and I
am very grateful and in awe of God’s presence and
power. To God be all glory!
I am especially thankful to be alive to celebrate our
youngest son Micah’s graduation from high school,
our oldest son Jesse’s wedding this month, and our
middle son Aaron’s Easter engagement.
The Director of Disability Ministries at ELCA
churchwide offices, Rachel Bouman, just resigned
for health reasons. This means that I have no
“supervisor” at this time. However, I explained again
that Disability Ministries and Deaf Ministries are two
separate programs in the ELCA. This is the eighth
person who has left while I remain.
Recently, I had a good meeting with a young Deaf
couple who graduated from NTID/RIT and now
live there to run the Campus Crusade for Christ
program with the Deaf students. Dakota and Heidi
Tiger (Dakota is a Creek Indian) call their program
CRU and make it their mission to help students
discover God’s love. Many Deaf students show
up on campus needing support, guidance, and an
introduction to faith experiences. If you know of a
student going to NTID/RIT who needs support, direct
them to Godischamp.blogspot.com or dakota.tiger@
cru.org. If you want to financially support this couple,
go to give.cru.org10730729. Consider this a mission
gift as this is the only Deaf CRU group in America.

Gallaudet’s group fell
apart years ago. As
far as I know, the Deaf
Lutheran church in Rochester no longer has
a pastor.
Can you help us? We’re trying to verify
Deaf ELCA churches that have interpreted
ministries in each state. Many are not listed
in the ELCA yearbook but you may know of
some in your Synod or area. Please contact
Linda Fairbanks at lindafairbanks22@gmail.
com so she can contact these churches and
invite them into ELDA.
I just received a contact of a Deaf Lutheran
ministry in Jordan and the Holy Land.
Vicar Fursan Zumot ministers to the Deaf
Community in Jerusalem and the West
Bank. The retired bishop directing Europe,
the Middle East and North Africa says Pastor
Zumot is fluent in Arabic, English, and sign
language. I hope to learn more soon and put
us in contact with this part of the world as we
have been in contact with Jamaica, Nigeria,
Haiti and other places.
Speaking of Jamaica, our team has
five women and one guy ready to go in
September. We could use another guy and
another woman to make room arrangements
easier. Financial donations can be sent to
our ELDA treasurer and will be used for
supplies and gifts to Jamaica Christian
School for the Deaf in Montego Bay. We
thank the Lori Fuller family and Katherine
Hall for their recent gifts!
Enjoy the summer. Hope to see you next
year in Las Vegas!
Pastor Beth Lockard+

June-July 2017

website: breadoflifedeaf.org

email: boldpastor@gmail.com
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Learning the Story of the Churches in Ephesus:
July 16-August 6, 2017

Beginning in mid-July we
will learn the story of the
churches in the area of Ephesus

How do we live in our
looks like in our lives!!
faith community at BOLD in
such a way that others see God’s

upcoming BOLD events

Memorial Services
Game Night:
June 21 for Bobby Reardon, Lois
Friday, June 16
Reardon’s son; contact Pr. Michelle for more
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info
 Sunday Schedule in July (2, 9, 16, 23,30)
Invite a friend
Coffee Hour, 9:00 a.m.
Education,
9:15 a.m.
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July 2017 at BOLD

 Sunday, July 23—Council, 8:30 a.m. (no Bible
Study)

divisions between us

July 30 (Week 3):Ephesians 4:1-16—God’s plan
has implications for separation in the past, AND
for our present and future.
August 6 (Week 4): Ephesians 6:10-20—In the
present, God continues to help us in the struggle
of human life.

We need your servant hands and hearts!

Travel to Montego Bay, Jamaica

September 7--16, 2017
to work daily with 50 students in a mountain school
JAMAICA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF
and take a side trip to central Jamaica's
DEAF VILLAGE
We will stay at Holiday Inn Resort, Montego Bay for 9 nights
Cost approximately $1400 includes round trip airfare, lodging, meals,
room tax, shuttle, and travel insurance

If you want to go:

 Confirm your interest NOW to lockardbeth@gmail.com

 Find a roommate to travel with you (we may have someone)

 We will help you book your flight & room (need $1400 now). Those
flying from outside Philadelphia may have a slightly different cost.
 Have a U.S. passport that does not expire until after March, 2018.
 Indicate if you want to work with youth or do building repair
 No visas or vaccinations are needed
We would like to bring the following requested by JCSD:

*school supplies (dry erase markers, craft supplies, glue sticks, markers, etc.)
*Cash gifts will pay for additional supplies like printer ink
*a Bible story curriculum for the school & books for their new one-room library
*some student tuition grants ($500 a year for each student)
Old luggage with wheels will be used to carry the gifts to the school. We fix up
buildings and lead a Vacation Bible School. We need a teacher to train staff in current
Deaf Ed trends (especially reading and writing)

This will be an annual working trip.
If you cannot come this year, please let us know your interest for 2017.
+ Dorothy Sparks & Beth Lockard+

ELM Mission and
Vision Statements

The ELDA Mission
Statement

Mission Statement: “In the Presence of Jesus Christ, with
mutual love and respect, the Episcopal Conference of the Deaf
(ECD), the Evangelical Lutheran Deaf Association (ELDA)
and the United Methodist Congress of the Deaf (UMCD)
partner together to inspire and transform the lives of Deaf
people.”
Vision Statement: “Together as one, with God’s help we strive
to build a spectrum of ministries with Deaf people, passionately
engaged in creating and supporting diverse ministries,
outreach, communication, worship resources, and leadership
development that show the love and grace of Jesus Christ to

The Evangelical Lutheran Deaf Association
(ELDA) is a national Lutheran organization
of Deaf ELCA congregations, interpreted
ministries, and their members which supports
a core value of ASL and American Deaf
Culture. ELDA advocates Deaf spirituality and
empowerment, Deaf global missions and youth
outreach, interpreter training, and a biennial
conference.

everyone we meet.”

WOLD
PICNIC
The Word of Life Deaf Church, WOLD had
worship service at the picnic with Christ the
King Deaf Church, CTK last Sunday, June
11th. It was very windy, and it was still nice
worshiping together with friends and great
food. WOLD now has worship services every
Sunday. Everyone is happy and thrilled about
that.

Ruth Ulea from Africa

Greetings in Jesus Name! Here is the report for the 47th Annual Zonal
Easter Camp for the Deaf on 13-17 April 2017 at the Church for the Deaf
in Jimeta. 36 deaf people accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour.
That was out of 76 deaf people at the camp. Praise the Lord! Some of
them earnestly wished that the camp would have lasted for one week
instead of four days. All of them spiritually and socially enjoyed the
effectives of the camp activities, like sermons, Bible Study, Drama and
Devotions, marriage counselling, etc. Praise God!
I also preached in the Christian Mission for the deaf on Mother’s
Day. The topic was: “The Concern of a Mother”
Text: 2 Tim 3:14-17
Exodus 2:7-9
Luke 1:43-59
-Pastor Ruth Ulea

Spiritual Side:

by Dorothy Sparks, AIM at BOLD, Minneapolis, MN

I was excited to received letters and coloring
pages from Rev. Ruth Ulea’s Deaf students at
LCCN (Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria)
Deaf School. In September, Rev. Beth Lockard
and I will give them to the Deaf students at
Jamaica Christian School for the Deaf. The

part of the Deaf Children around the world. Also
they become more aware of millions of Deaf
children in the world.
As I read Rev. Ruth Ulea’s students’ letters, they
touched my heart.
Here are the letters without names. It’s for security
reasons.
• Our class lack textbooks. So I need you to help
our school.
• Every morning, I go to school on foot. My
brothers and sisters go to school on bus. We
need your assistance.
• I want to have a female friend from the Jamaica
Deaf School.
• I always say prayers for your Jamaica Deaf
students. Please pray for us, too because Prayer
is key to everything.
• LCCN Deaf School is a good and happy place
but our parents did not pay our school fees
regularly. They have complained…..’
• I am deaf and crippled. I need your help because
I find movements are not easy, also includes
school fees.

theme for the Vacation Bible School in Jamaica
will be ‘Deaf Children around the world.”
Last year, we asked the Deaf students in
Jamaica to write letters and draw something for
the Deaf students in Haiti. We hope we will get
letters and things from Haiti, soon.
The goal is to connect with the Deaf children
in other countries. Then Deaf students can feel

• Our classroom had been burned last year. I am
ashamed to stay in a burned room with black
smoke.
• My daddy did not pay my school fees. I am
worried because I don’t have someone to help
me and I fear I may lose my education.
• My parents dislike me because of my deafness.
They neglect me and left me with my uncle. I need

any relevance help to pay my school needs.
• My parents are from the village and they don’t
know the value of education for a girl child. They
cannot pay my school fees and they want me to
stay at home for farming. Please help me with
my education.
• My parents cannot pay my school fees because
I am deaf. It was Pastor Ruth’s husband who
helped me to pay my school fees. Please, I need
your assistance.
I can see that education is valuable to the Deaf
children. If not for education, how will they learn
and know about Jesus?

Romans 12:10 “Love each other as brothers
and sisters and honor others more than you do
yourself.”
You may send your comments about the
letters to ELDA President Linda Fairbanks.
Lindafairbanks22@gmail.com
God Bless you!
Dorothy Sparks, Associate in Ministry

ELDA Online

Remember our website is www.ELDADeaf.org
our facebook page is:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ELDADeaf/

NEWS

Please help our newsletter! Send me you pictures and
stories about your ministry. We’d love to put it in our next
newsletter.

September, December, March and June
Read through this issue and let us know what you think. This is your newsletter; we want to know what topics
and articles that you want to see in the newsletters. If there is a person, a church or something of interest
that you want us to spotlight on, let us know! Feel free to send your feedback to President Linda Fairbanks,
lindafairbanks22@gmail.com and I will share with our Newsletter Editor. Thanks!

